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WhatWhat isis thethe CRPD?CRPD?

�� LegallyLegally bindingbinding human human rightsrights treatytreaty, , adoptedadopted in in 
2006 2006 andand enteredentered intointo forceforce in May 2008in May 2008

�� WhatWhat isis anan internationalinternational human human rightsrights
conventionconvention, , commitmentcommitment towardstowards itsits citizenscitizens butbut
subjectsubject toto internationalinternational scrutinyscrutiny

�� ObligesObliges onlyonly StatesStates PartiesParties, , therethere are 94. are 94. 
AnotherAnother 50 50 oror so so havehave signedsigned, , butbut notnot yetyet
ratifiedratified

�� OptionalOptional ProtocolProtocol whichwhich requiresrequires separateseparate
ratificationratification ((GreeceGreece has has justjust signedsigned itit))



WhatWhat isis thethe CRPD IICRPD II

�� TheThe negotiationnegotiation processprocess benefittedbenefitted fromfrom a a veryvery
active active involvementinvolvement ofof DPOsDPOs, , unityunity, , andand active active 
participationparticipation ofof WNUSP WNUSP whichwhich isis clesrlyclesrly reflectedreflected
in in thethe texttext

�� ImpactImpact ofof thethe CRPD CRPD onon otherother UN human UN human rightsrights
mechanismsmechanisms ((otherother treatytreaty bodiesbodies, Human Rights , Human Rights 
CommitteeCommittee, CAT , CAT CommitteeCommittee))

�� DisabilityDisability has has becomebecome partpart ofof thethe human human rightsrights
agenda; agenda; alsoalso forfor mainstreammainstream human human rightsrights NGOsNGOs



SomeSome general general featuresfeatures
�� StatesStates PartiesParties commitcommit themselvesthemselves toto alignalign theirtheir legislationlegislation, , policiespolicies

andand practicespractices toto thethe CRPD, CRPD, abolishabolish legislationlegislation thatthat isis inconsistentinconsistent
�� ObjectiveObjective: : protectsprotects andand promotespromotes thethe rightsrights ofof personspersons withwith

disabilitiesdisabilities
�� WhoWho isis protectedprotected by by thethe ConventionConvention? ? PwdsPwds, , includingincluding personspersons withwith

intellectualintellectual andand mental mental disabilitydisability
�� DiscriminationDiscrimination onon thethe basis basis ofof disabilitydisability: : perceivedperceived, , pastpast
�� ComprehensiveComprehensive ConventionConvention, , coveringcovering allall areasareas ofof lifelife andand goesgoes

beyondbeyond discriminationdiscrimination
�� Individual Individual communicationscommunications in in StatesStates thatthat havehave alsoalso ratifiedratified thethe

OptionalOptional ProtocolProtocol andand inquiryinquiry procedureprocedure
�� RecognisesRecognises thethe role role ofof DPOsDPOs, “, “NothingNothing aboutabout usus withoutwithout usus””



SomeSome keykey articlesarticles in in thethe CRPD CRPD fromfrom
anan useruser//survivorsurvivor perspectiveperspective

�� PrinciplesPrinciples: individual : individual autonomyautonomy, , respectrespect toto makemake oneone
own’sown’s choicechoice, , respectrespect forfor diversitydiversity

�� ProtectionProtection fromfrom discriminationdiscrimination, , includingincluding thethe denialdenial ofof
reasonablereasonable accommodationaccommodation

�� Legal Legal capacitycapacity, , changechange fromfrom thethe substitutedsubstituted decisiondecision
makingmaking modelmodel toto thethe supportedsupported decisiondecision makingmaking modelmodel

�� No more No more deprivationdeprivation ofof libertyliberty basedbased onon disabilitydisability, , 
revisionrevision//abolitionabolition ofof mental mental healthhealth lawslaws

�� ProtectionProtection fromfrom torture torture andand fromfrom violenceviolence andand abuse, abuse, 
restraintrestraint, use , use ofof ECTECT

�� SpecialSpecial monitoringmonitoring serviceservice ofof servicesservices designeddesigned forfor
peoplepeople withwith disabilitiesdisabilities



SomeSome keykey articlesarticles IIII
�� ProtectionProtection ofof integrityintegrity, no , no treatmenttreatment againstagainst thethe willwill ofof

thethe personperson ((explainexplain thisthis articlearticle, no , no safeguardssafeguards, no , no 
exceptionsexceptions))

�� Living in Living in thethe communitycommunity, , puttingputting anan endend toto institutionsinstitutions
andand replacingreplacing itit withwith communitycommunity basedbased servicesservices

�� Access Access toto healthhealth basedonbasedon informedinformed consentconsent, training , training forfor
healthhealth professionalsprofessionals onon human human rightsrights

�� RehabilitationRehabilitation as a as a voluntaryvoluntary issueissue, , importantimportant referencereference
toto peer peer supportsupport

�� FamilyFamily relatedrelated issuesissues; ; separationseparation ofof thethe child,supportchild,support in in 
raisingraising thethe childchild, , butbut best best interestinterest ofof thethe childchild prevailsprevails



International International andand nationalnational
monitoringmonitoring

�� CommitteeCommittee onon thethe Rights Rights ofof PersonsPersons withwith DisabilitiesDisabilities (has (has 
twotwo membersmembers fromfrom thethe useruser//survivorsurvivor communitycommunity))

�� ReviewsReviews State State reportreport ((processprocess))
�� ReceivesReceives alsoalso alternativealternative reportsreports, , includingincluding fromfrom DPOsDPOs
�� MakesMakes recommendationsrecommendations toto StatesStates onon additionaladditional

measuresmeasures toto taketake forfor thethe full full implementationimplementation ofof thethe
CRPDCRPD

�� NationalNational monitoringmonitoring isis anan innovativeinnovative featurefeature, , butbut
potentiallypotentially veryvery importantimportant

�� DPOsDPOs needneed toto getget familiar familiar withwith thethe monitoringmonitoring processprocess, , 
IDA’sIDA’s guidanceguidance documentdocument isis usefuluseful forfor thisthis



ChallengesChallenges
�� ToTo ensureensure anan advancedadvanced interprepatationinterprepatation ofof thethe CRPD, CRPD, 

role role ofof thethe CommitteeCommittee in in thisthis (General (General CommentsComments))
�� WorkWork alsoalso onon economiceconomic, cultural , cultural andand social social rightsrights, , likelike

employmentemployment andand educationeducation
�� ToTo getget involvedinvolved in in thethe implementationimplementation andand monitoringmonitoring

processprocess at at nationalnational andand internationalinternational levellevel
�� ToTo use use thethe individual individual communicationscommunications optionoption
�� ToTo ensureensure a a coherentcoherent interpretationinterpretation by by allall treatytreaty bodiesbodies, , 

stillstill referringreferring toto MI MI PrinciplesPrinciples..
�� TheThe predominancepredominance ofof mental mental healthhealth practicespractices thatthat are are 

inconsistentinconsistent withwith thethe CRPD (WHO CRPD (WHO reportsreports))
�� TheThe needneed toto provideprovide policypolicy guidanceguidance beyondbeyond thethe

principlesprinciples



OpportunitiesOpportunities

�� ToTo workwork withwith otherother disabilitydisability organisationsorganisations , , issueissue ofof
solidaritysolidarity butbut needneed toto explainexplain wellwell thethe issuesissues ((exampleexample ofof
IDA). IDA). InvolvementInvolvement isis more more effectiveeffective ifif therethere isis unityunity

�� TheThe potentialpotential supportsupport ofof mainstreammainstream human human rightsrights NGOsNGOs
whichwhich mightmight be more be more interestedinterested in in thesethese ““toughtough” ” issuesissues
thanthan onon issuesissues aroundaround accessibilityaccessibility..

�� ToTo use use thethe widewide spreadspread ofof UN UN mechanismsmechanisms, , includingincluding thethe
SpecialSpecial RapporteurRapporteur onon Torture Torture whowho has made a has made a veryvery
advancedadvanced interpretationinterpretation ofof thethe CRPD (CRPD (NorwegianNorwegian
exampleexample))

�� ToTo getget involvedinvolved in in internationalinternational cooperationcooperation workwork toto
ensureensure thatthat ourour countriescountries fundfund CRPD CRPD consistentconsistent
programmesprogrammes andand practicespractices


